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are just as much partners. You both are always to be found
wherever there is anything to be had for the asking."
"My poor foolish child/' Po-chtieh said, "I was a rascal
long before you were born. I was making love to your mother
while you were still in her belly/*
They laughed and joked till the players returned to play
another act. Hsi-mSn Ch'ing called the girl who played ther
part of Ying Yin'g and asked who she was, "Don't you
recognise her. Father?" Moonbeam said. "She is a niece of
Golden Bracelet and her name is Joy-Bringer. She is thirteen
years old."
"She will turn out very well/' Hsi-m6n said. "Even now,
she has a most fascinating manner and she sings delightfully."
He bade her serve wine to them. Huang IV pressed everybody
to eat and made himself most agreeable.
After a while, Silver Maid came. Upon her head was a
white head-dress with a band of pearls round it. She wore a
white double-breasted silk coat with an embroidered hem.
Beneath it, a light green silk skirt with a golden fringe. Her
shoes were made of dark green silk. She smiled as she came
and kotowed to Hsi-m&n Ch'ing, She made a reverence to the
others. "You make me wild the very moment you come in,"
Ying Po-chtieh said. "Am I the son of a concubine that you
kotow to his Lordship and only make a reverence to the rest
of us? Really, you little strumpets give yourselves too many
airs. If ever I am called upon to go to the court I shan't
forget this."
"Beggar Ying,"  Moonbeam shouted at him,  "you are
nothing but an unmannerly scamp.  In your slovenly rags
how can you expect to be taken for anyone of consequence?"
Once again the tables were set. Silver Maid sat down beside
Hsi-men Ch'ing. He noticed that she was wearing a white
head-dress and asked her for whom she was wearing mourning.
"Why, you must know," Silver Maid said, "it is for the
Sixth Lady, of course."
This pleased Hsi-men Ch'ing and they talked together very
fondly. Food was brought and Moonbeam came to offer wine
to Hsi-m£n. Silver Maid rose. "I must go and see my Aunt
Cheng," she said. She went to the old procuress's room and
made reverence to her. The old woman invited her to sit down

